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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milford ,  t h e  B i l lups  House i n  Mathews County, i s  s e t  near  a t i d a l  c reek  on t h e  c o a s t a l  ' 
p l a i n  e a s t  of  t h e  county s e a t .  The house, probably b u i l t  ca .  1770-1790, i s  a s t o r y -  
and-a-half,  three-bay structu:e  s e t  on a low Flemish-bond b r i c k  basement. Its 
o r i g i n a l  nine-over-nine s a s h ' s u r v i v e  a s  do t h e  four-over-four  s a s h  i n  t h e  t h r e e  
narrow gabled dormers i n  each s lope  of t h e  gable  roo f .  A box c o r n i c e  embel l i shes  
t h e  eaves,  and i n t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimneys crown t h e  bu i ld ing .  Asbestos s h i n g l e s  
a r e  t h e  present  e x t e r i o r  cover ing ,  but  e a r l y  weatherboarding s u r v i v e s  beneath  them. 
A perpendicular ,  two-story wing b u i l t  i n  1950 i s  connected by a hyphen t o  t h e  e a s t  
end of t h e  o l d  house. 

The p lan  of M i l f o r d h a  v a r i a n t ,  found i n  s e v e r a l  Tidewater houses o f  t h e  1780s ,  o f  
the  cen t r a l -passage ,  double-p i le  Georgian plan. Eas t  of t h e  passage  a r e  two rooms, 
one s l i g h t l y  deeper than  t h e  o t h e r ,  w i th  corner  f i r e p l a c e s ;  w e s t  o f  t h e  passage is 
a s i n g l e  l a r g e  room wi th  a c e n t r a l  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  gable  end w a l l .  

The l a r g e  west p a r l o r  is  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e l y  decorated room i n  t h e  house. The 
room end i s  f u l l y  paneled. Attenuated f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k  t h e  f i r e -  
p lace ,  which has a n ine teenth-century  Greek Revival mantel a t t a c h e d  t o  it .  The ' o r i g i n a l  overmantel arrangement c o n s i s t s  of seven r a i s e d  panels--a lower t i e r ,  w i t h  
a l a r g e  ho r i zon ta l  panel f lanked by two small  v e r t i c a l  ones,  and f o u r  sma l l  panels  
i n  an upper t i e r .  A symmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  and molded co rn ice  a r e  c a r r i e d  around t h e  
room. 

I n  the  passage i s  a handsome open-s t r ing  s t a i r  w i th  t h r e e  co lonne t t e - type  b a l u s t e r s  
t o  a t r e a d ,  a molded r a i l ,  square  newels wi th  molded caps, and s c r o l l e d  b racke t s .  

The sou theas t e rn  room, t h e  l a r g e r  of t h e  two e a s t e r n  chambers,hsoa symmetrical  c h a i r  
r a i l ,  a molded wooden co rn ice ,  and a handsome mantel.  This  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  almost-  
square r a i s e d  panels  w i th  a l i g h t  replacement s h e l f  above them and an a r c h i t r a v e  
surround framing t h e  segmental-headed f i r e p l a c e .  

The n o r t h e a s t  room a l s o  has a narrow symmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  and a paneled mantel.  
This has no surround b u t , r a t h e r ,  has r a i s e d  panels  used a s  p i l a s t e r s ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks,  and f r i e z e ,  and a n  o r i g i n a l  s h e l f  supported on a heavy molding. The f i r e -  
p lace  opening has a segmental head. 

No e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive .  

The n ine  a c r e s  being nominated form a n a t u r a l  geographic a r e a  which is bounded by 
B i l lups  Creek, i ts  t r i b u t a r i e s  and S t a t e  Route 643. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Milford,  s e t  on t h e  open c o a s t a l  p l a i n  near  B i l lups  Creek i n  Mathews County, is a n  

outs tanding  example of t h e  dwell ing houses o f  t h e  well- to-do c o u n t r y  g e n t r y  o f  l a t e  
eighteenth-century Tidewater V i rg in i a .  Notable f o r  i t s  e x c e p t i o n a l  woodwork and f o r  
i t s  f i n e  s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion ,  t h e  house was b u i l t  on p rope r ty  which has been i n  
the  Bi l lups  family s i n c e  t h e  mid-seventeenth century .  

George B i l lups ,  the  f i r s t  o f  t h e  family t o  come t o  Vi rg in i a ,  emigrated from Milford 
Haven, Wales, i n  t h e  middle o f  t h e  seventeenth  century .  Beginning wi th  h i s  f i r s t  l a n d  
g ran t  i n  1653, he b u i l t  up a l a r g e  holding through headr ight  p a t e n t s  be fo re  h i s  

I 
death sometime a f t e r  1673. 

Throughout t h e  c o l o n i a l  per iod ,  t h e  Bi l lupses  were involved i n  mar i t ime p u r s u i t s  i n  
Mathews County ( then a p a r t  of  Glouces ter  County). They were a l s o  o f f i c i a l s  of  
Kingston Pa r i sh  and m i l i t i a  o f f i c e r s .  The l a t e  e igh teen th -cen tu ry  B i l lupses  were 
prosperous p l a n t e r s  a s  w e l l .  Glouces ter  County, Kingston P a r i s h  t a x  l ists f o r  1774- 
1782 charge Capt. John B i l lups  (b. 1710-20, d. 1783) wi th  725 a c r e s  of l and ,  3 whi t e  
t i t h a b l e s  29 b lacks ,  10  horses and.16 c a t t l e .  I n  1783,the Kin s t o n  P a r i s h  census l ists 
him (or h)is son L t .  John B i l lups )  w i th  9 white  t i t h a b l e s  and 3 3  b l a c k s .  It is l i k e l y  
t h a t ' c a p t .  John B i l l u  s o r  h i s - s o n  L t .  John B i l lups  (1743-1815) b u i l t  t h e  p resen t  
house between 1774 an2 1783. 

The house has remained i n  fami ly  hands through d i r e c t  descent .  The p resen t  owners, 
Mr. and Mrs. James 0. B i l l u p s ,  a r e  t h e  t e n t h  gene ra t ion  of  t h e  B i l l u p s  f ami ly  t o  own 
the proper ty  and t h e  s i x t h  o r  seventh  t o  occupy t h e  p resen t  house, 
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Calendar of Virginia S t a t e  Papers, Vols. 6,8. - 
Chamberlayne, C. J. The Vestry Book of Kingston Parish. Richmond, 1929. 
Gloucester County Patent m, Land Books, Census m. 
Mason, Polly C.  Records of Colonial Gloucester County. Newport News, 1948. 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ~ p p r o x h a t e l ~  9. acres 
UTM REFERENCES 

AM L31816121210j 14,44,415,6,0) P 181613,0101 (4,114,412,4,01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c&~J 1318161211,~1 141114,412~0,0] DU 131 8161 012 01 141 11 414 1418 101 
VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The 9 acres comprising the Milford property a r e  bounded 

by a l i n e  beginning a t  a point (D) located nearly .3 mile sw of i n t e r sec t ion  of 
s t a t e  routes 642 and 643, E of Moon, Va.; then running almost 600 f e e t  E following 
t r ibu ta ry  of Billups Creek; thence intersect ing with S edge of Billups Creek and , 
following edge of s a id  creek f o r  a distance of approximately 500 f e e t  i n  a general ly  
southward direct ion;  then following t r ibu ta ry  of Billups Creek f o r  a dis tance of 
almost 1000 f e e t  i n  a generally southward and westward d i rec t ion  t o  i n t e r sec t ion  with  
NC a i d e  nf S t  P 6L?. *hen m a (See Continuation S h ~ p t  # 1) 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL - X STATE - LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
Register and ceniIy that it has h n  evaluated according to the 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL 
Verbal Boundary Description, cont'd. 

of s a id  route fo r  a dis tance of approximately 1200 f e e t  i n  a NW d i r ec t i on  t o  
point of origin.  






